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AIMS OF THE POLICY 
The South Lincolnshire Academies Trust prides itself on high standards of dress as 
it is firmly believed that the way in which students present themselves in school 
has a positive effect on their self-esteem, their behaviour and their attitude 
towards learning. It also impacts on how the wider community views our students.  
 
It is our expectation that students in each of our four schools (Bourne Academy, 
Spalding Academy, Giles Academy and Cowley Academy) are dressed smartly, 
safely and appropriately. Each Trust school asks for the co-operation of students 
and parents/carers in maintaining these standards.  
 
SLAT’S LEGAL DUTIES UNDER THE EQUALITY ACT 2010 
The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination against an individual based on 
protected characteristics, which include sex, race, religion or belief, and gender 
reassignment. 
To avoid discrimination, we will: 

• avoid listing uniform items based on sex, to give all students the opportunity 
to wear the uniform they feel most comfortable in or that most reflects their 
self-identified gender 

• make sure that uniform costs the same for all students 

• allow students to wear religious or cultural symbols 
 
LIMITING THE COST OF UNIFORM 
As a Trust, we have a duty to ensure uniform that is affordable in line with statutory 
guidance from the DfE. 
SLAT will make sure the uniform: 

• is available at a reasonable cost 

• provides the best value for money 
 
The Trust will do this by: 

• carefully considering items with distinctive characteristics 

• limiting the amount of distinctive characteristics 

• consider limiting distinctive characteristic items to low-cost or long-lasting 
items 

• avoid specific requirements for items students could wear on non-school days, 
such as coats, bags and shoes 

• keeping the number of optional branded items to a minimum 

• avoiding different uniform requirements for different classes, years, houses 
and extra-curricular activities 

• ensuring that second-hand uniform is available to be acquired at the uniform 
shop 

• consulting with all stakeholders on any proposed significant changes to the 
uniform policy 
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EXPECTATIONS AND SANCTIONS 
Parents and carers are expected to make sure that their child has the correct uniform 
and sports kit as listed below for each Trust school. 
If a student is not conforming to the respective uniform policy: 

• they will typically receive a ‘strike’ on their strike card for any minor 
infringements (e.g coat on inside) and be required to correct the issue 

• communication to parent/carer will be made 

• For any major infringement (e.g Haircut or gel nails) they will be required to 
work in the Student Referral Unit (SRU) or sent home to address the issue 

 
Please note these are not sequential; any may be applied depending on the 
circumstances. Incidents will be logged using our behaviour management system 
which will keep a record of any such breach. 
 
The school should be contacted if parents want to request an amendment to the 
uniform policy in relation to: 

• a protected characteristic 

• the cost of the uniform 
 
PURCHASING SCHOOL UNIFORM ITEMS 
Parents and carers will be able to find further details of purchasing uniform items via 
the respective Trust school websites as listed below: 
 
https://www.bourneacademy.org.uk/uniform-shop/ 
https://www.spaldingacademy.org.uk/uniform-shop/ 
https://www.gilesacademy.org.uk/uniform-shop/ 
https://www.cowleyacademy.org.uk/uniform-shop/ 
 
GOVERNORS 
The Governing Body will review this policy and make sure that it: 

• is appropriate for each Academy 

• is implemented fairly 

• offers uniform that is appropriate, practical and safe for all students and gives 
the highest priority to cost and value for money 

 
ASSOCIATED POLICIES 

• SLAT Behaviour Policy 

• Complaints by Parents Policy 

• SLAT Equality Policy 
 

POLICY REVIEW 
This policy will be monitored and reviewed as part of the Trust’s annual internal 
review, or as required by legislature changes.  
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